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EXGLUSIVE INTERVIEW BY RUSS PRITGHARD

THE FORG()]TEN MAINTAINERS

TRAINED N THE U S & ABANDDNED IN AFGHANISTAN

1 he story of the Afshamistan A-29 Forgotten Maintainers 1s one of promises made but not kept.
Brought to the United States to recewe education and traiming on mamntaiming A-29 Afshan Awr Force
planes i October 2014, this group of Afshan men worked side by side with ULS. forces wn
Afshanistan to protect thewr country and the world from terror. In August 2021, when the Taliban took
control of Rabul, most of the A-29 mantainers were left belund. What follows 1s a conversation
recorded between Russ Pritchard and 3 of the forgotten maintainers still in Afshamistan and still in
huding

RUSS: Gentlemen, thank you for joining us today. We all have almost daily communication with each other now. | call
you guys the forgotten maintainers of Afghanistan. You've got some incredible stories and could one of you please
share the history of the A-29 maintainers and how you came up to August 15th, 2021, please.

MAJ. JAMSHID: I'm Major Jamshid, the lead for A-29 Aircraft Maintainers who are left behind. First of all, I'd like to
thank you for letting me share the real stories about these maintainers from where they started their training and
where they ended up In crisis.

The first group of 14 maintainers, of which | was honored to be part of that group, started learning English language at
DLI (Defense Language Institute), and graduated three months later. After graduating from DLI, we started training at
IAAFA (Inter-American Air Force Academy). After graduating, we went through Moody Air Force Base for special
training on A-29 aircraft. During training, we were honored to meet a constant parade of members of Congress and
high-ranking U.S. military officers.

On October 11th, 2015, we successfully graduated as new aircraft maintainers. On October 12th, 2015, we returned
to Afghanistan. On October 16th, 2016, we received four A-29 aircraft in Kabul, Afghanistan. The maintainers started
working on those aircrafts alongside with SNC (Sierra Nevada Corporation). This is the company that was awarded
the contract of A-29 aircraft back in the U.S. and also in Afghanistan.

Over a period of time, the number of aircraft increased to twenty-five and the number of maintainers to eighty-eight.
Some of the maintainers left the job, and some of them settled in the U.S.A and didn’t return to Afghanistan. At last
count, we had 66 active duty maintainers. In the months before the collapse of the government, these maintainers
were able to do all the work without any assistance from SNC, like preparing the aircraft for missions, loading bombs,
conducting inspections, and scheduling. Until August 14th, 2021, they worked nonstop day and night and were
completing every mission received through our chain of command.

On August 15th, the government collapsed to the Taliban. On this day, we lost every dream we ever had. | still
remember that day. We had a morning meeting as usual. No one was aware or prepared for what was coming. We
got call from pilots around 11:30am to prepare birds (aircraft) for a mission. We heard rumors the Taliban had entered
Kabul. Some of us were thinking whether to fight or hide.
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“I he laliban are searchung for those of us who
worked with ULS. forces, especially the A-29

maintainers and pilots.”

MAJ. JAMSHID: (continued) Later in the day, some of the pilots took off for Uzbekistan and Tajikistan with some of
the maintainers, but sadly most of the maintainers did not evacuate. They remained on base hoping to get onboard
the C-17s, but when 01 and 02 forces entered the airport, they kicked them out by beating and firing on the
maintainers.

The next day on August 16th,2021, Colonel Jeffrey Hogan, the 81st Squadron Commander at Moody Air Force Base
for our first group of maintainers, texted me on Messenger and told me | had to make a Messenger group or a
WhatsApp group and collect all the maintenance information. They resulted in the evacuation of several of our
maintainers. They rescued all the pilots. They escorted the pilots through the gates and into the airport, but not the
maintainers. Now, left behind, we are in a bad situation in Afghanistan. The Taliban are searching for those of us who
worked with U.S. forces, especially the A-29 maintainers and pilots.

RUSS: Thank you very much. | appreciate what you had to say. We have all heard the Taliban formed a special
intelligence unit just to find pilots, maintainers, and specifically anyone related to the A-29 program. It's a very difficult
time. | would appreciate if you could expand more on what's happened since you were left behind. What’s your life like
now in Afghanistan?

MAJ. JAMSHID: We still have contacts with our advisors like Justin Baldivia and Russ Pritchard. They are helping us
to feed our family by sending food boxes. Russ has responded with medical care and even delivered babies for our
families. However, we are stuck here in poverty and constant danger, and need evacuation. We live in fear and
darkness. Some of our maintainers are stuck in the UAE. Some of them made it to the U.S. and are separated from
their families.

SENIOR MASTER SGT. JAVED: | will try and expand more on what happened. On the day of the collapse, our U.S.
Advisors were trying to help us get out, but as the news traveled around the world of the Taliban taking over
Afghanistan, our Advisors started to receive messages from U.S. politicians and other members of the U.S. military
asking for help in evacuating friends. It became chaos. They become busy with other people and not with A-29 guys.
As a result, a lot of people got out, but very few of the A-29 maintainers. We were left behind. Our guys in Afghanistan
don't have jobs anymore. They cannot go outside to work to feed their family. They're just hiding. The children cannot
go to school. Mostly they beg for food. They're changing their home constantly and praying someone can help them
escape from Afghanistan.

My story is a little different. | was at work on August 15th and connected with the US advisor. We told them we need
help. He told us wait. The situation worsened. Our General told us, “Okay, let's get the aircraft, and let’s go.” Around
150 pilots and other crew members flew to Tajikistan.

We were there for three months. They took our cell phones, and we were not permitted to call our families. They did
not know where we were, and most assumed we had died. It was a very difficult time. Eventually, the U.S. Embassy
helped us to connect with our families, and we were moved from Tajikistan to the UAE. Slowly we are being moved to
the United States. It is not a fast process. We have been in limbo for more than five months, and we don’t know what
will happen to our families in Afghanistan. My daughter is in seventh grade. She's not allowed to go to school. My wife
worked for a women’s empowerment program. She was helping other women. Now, she can’t even help herself. For
eight months | have not been able to provide for my family. They have no income. They beg for food.

Mr. Russ is helping our families. He and his supporters are sending food boxes to some families. He's helping a lot of
Afghans. He's just alone. He cannot do this alone.
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“In six years, no mishaps happened security

wise. Wath the ULS. Awr Force Advisors and

L.S. contract company (SNC), we worked
flawlessly. No secunty issues happened in

all the time we worked together.”

RUSS: | think it's important for Americans to really clearly understand. You guys have already been to the United
States. You had to go through an intensive background check to come over here, to be selected, to train at Moody. |
have heard the A-29 pilots and maintainers referred to as the best of the best. Can you comment on that?

SENIOR MASTER SGT. JAVED: We were chosen, the first class that is, from 100 to 200 people — just one group of
15 students... In six years, no mishaps happened security wise. With the U.S. Air Force Advisors and U.S. contract

company (SNC), we worked flawlessly. No security issues happened in all the time we worked together.
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AwareNow Podcast

THE FORGOTTEN MAINTAINERS

Exclusive Interview by Russ Pritchard
https://awarenow.us/podcast/unbridled
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“How could you forget about us?”

RUSS: Gentlemen, is there anything else you want the world to know?

MASTER SGT. AHMADZAI: | want to add something... We are very disappointed with the way they treated pilots and
the way they treated maintainers on the 15th of August. They left us behind. Is there any difference in the blood color?
Is there any difference in training in the United States? Is there any difference in our humanity? We have gone
through the same thing, the same process, the same education department, the same bases. So, why are pilots and
maintainers treated differently? Our humanity is the same. Our humanity is important.

MAJ. JAMSHID: | have two questions... What are the conditions for being resettled in the United States? Having a
security background check that we all have? Knowing the English language”? We all know English and understand the
culture. We all have these gqualifications. | don't know why they're not paying attention. | don’t know why they're not
helping us. Also, | have a question for the SNC (Sierra Nevada Corporation). They had a billion dollar contract, and we
worked together for more than five years. Tell me why my American brothers; tell me why you don’t answer our
messages? We were like family. We brought you food from our homes. Why won’t you help us”? How could you forget
about us?

RUSS: The three men on this call right now... they continue to be leaders. They continue to lead by example. | am in

multiple chat rooms with them, and they lead by throwing in humor at the most difficult times... leading with positive
statements... listening and tolerating frustration from others. These three ‘forgotten maintainers’ are very special. =
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https://awarenow.us/podcast/forgotten-maintainers
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